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Abstract: The history, current status and problems existed in the studies of sweet osmanthus ( Osmanthus
fragrans lour.) are reviewed briefly. The significance and progress of the application to International Cultivar
Registration Authority ( [CRA) of this species is introduced. The modem cultivar classification of sveet
osmanthus has been studied since 1980s, and isozyme technology and molecular maiker have also been used to
identify relationships of its cultivars. However, no reasonable and accepted taxonomic principles and system
are established up to now, and there are still much confusion in cultivar investigation, records and
nomenclature. Thus, it urgently needs to reinforce the morphological studies of sweet osmanthus cultivars.
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