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AN INVESTIGATION ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF

OSMANTHUS FRAGRANS LOUR CULTIVARS
Lu Defei " 'Wang Qichao

(HuaZhong Agri, University) (WuhanInstitute of Landscape Architecture)

ABSTRACT

- Sweet osmanthus is one of the ten tradmonal and ornamental flowers in

China. It has been cultivated for a long period, more than 2,500 years. It is

4 native plant in southwest China and widely cultivated in this country,from
the southern region to the cities along the Yellow River.

Li Shi-Zhen (1518—1593 ) in his “Ben Cao Gang Mu” (1603) recorded the

cultivars “Jin-gui” , “Yin-gui" , and “Dan-gui” , which have been followed
until today. The Japanese botanists have named the above three as varieties.

Nakai (1922 ) described “Yin-gui” as a species, O. asiaticus, according to th?d
color of the flower. By the strict application of the rules of nomenclature,

it is a synonym of O, fragrans. Thus the sweet osmanthus cultivars may be

classified into four groups, “Jin-Bui”

gui”

, “Yin-gui” , “Dan-gui” , and “Si-ji-

From the standpoint of the plant revolution, evidently, the mature fruits

are born near the original species, which can be seen omly most on some trees of
“Jin-gui” . Therefore, “Yin-gui” , “Dan-gui” and “Si-ji-&ui” may have been
developed and evolved from it. So far as the classification of sweet osmanthus
cultivars is concerned traditionally,they are usually divided into four &roups,
and this is the primary criterion, also the first grade; flower characteristics

‘_ may

be taken as the second criterion; leaf characteristics as the third, and

time of flowering the fourth criterion,
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